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just a case of emotion taking the place of thought all over
again, but on a bigger scale and the other way round. It's
just as foolish and just as understandable."
Not all of the European community take the changes
with the same good grace. Some, indeed, have become so
jaundiced in their outlook that they interpret every action
taken by the Government of India as being prompted by
the solitary motive of rubbing in the fact of Indian indepen-
dence. That is perhaps the commonest view among foreign
residents of the pressure applied to clubs to force them to
admit all nationalities.
It may be the right explanation. Flares of something
rather like Zenophobia are probably not to be wondered at,
at such an early stage. They are India's way of telling
everybody else that she is mistress in her own house.
Unfortunately for her, everyone else has long ago accepted
that, and consequently finds her insistence upon the point
either embarrassing or insulting.
This may be hard to swallow, but it is absolutely true
that the Bombay Government in particular is solemnly
taking steps to close down any social or sports club which
does not conform to a request to open membership to all
races. The motive for that one is not far to seek, of course,
but it does seem disproportionate in the present circum-
stances. A reasonable parallel would be if California
launched a programme to stop the Chinese residents of
San Francisco from having social gatherings unless they
agreed to allow all races to join them ; and launched it at
a moment when the United States as a whole was fighting
with an economic depression much worse than anything
that had ever happened, or was likely to happen.
If all the Europeans in India could bring themselves to
look upon the temporary touchiness and peculiarities of
the Indians with fairness and tolerance, these minor
differences would soon sort themselves out. "Alas, there are
all too many who are utterly unfair. It is probably not a